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Dear Parents/Carers 

Thanks once again for all your support for CwR.  I do hope you have been able to attend the 

Christmas events during the past couple of weeks.  We had wonderful performances of the Y2 

and the EYFS nativity plays and once again the children were so confident as they sang and 

delivered their lines.  Thanks to all those who helped with costumes, learning lines and learning 

actions.  The children all did you proud! 

This year, our Young Leaders have completed their project raising money for Minster FM and the 

Salvation Army Christmas Present Appeals.  They worked so hard raising money, buying the toys 

and they have learned a lot about how they can make a difference to the lives of those who are 

less fortunate this Christmas.  We held a wonderful celebration event and representatives from 

Salvation Army and Minster FM attended to receive the toys and to present certificates to all 

the Young Leaders.  The Young Leaders enabled over 250 local families and nearly 600 children 

receive Christmas gifts this year. 
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We have also held elections for the first four House Captains, using all the same voting booths, 

ballot boxes and posters that were used for the general election.  We are very grateful to the 

Council who responded to emails sent from two Y6 pupils asking for the loan of this equipment.  

The Press have picked up on this story and we have received lots of very positive feedback about 

how wonderful it has been to give all children the rich experiences of democracy in action at CwR. 

 

 

Olivia Gwilliam Lopez (Wilberforce House), Millicent Tymens (Leeman House), James Murray 

(Johnson House) and Alfie Bennett (Harrison House) were elected to serve as our first House 

Captains and they will start their terms of office in January.  We held a lovely assembly on 

Wednesday for the whole school and announced the results of the elections, a great example of 

our British democracy in action!  They are very pleased as you can see!  We will be telling all 

children which house they are in at the start of term in January. 

Our community carol event went well also this week and helped to raise much needed funds for 

resources in School.  It was lovely to see many older residents from the local area in our hall 

enjoying hearing the choir sing and joining in with some Christmas carols.    
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Some of the choir took part in the Archbishop Holgate School Carol Service, joining with the 

other PMAT schools to make a massed primary school choir.  Singing together in the Minster was 

an amazing experience and thanks to those parents who were able to join us once again this year.  

This is becoming an annual event and it has been good to take part in this. In the last few days, 

the children have enjoyed our Christmas Craft Day, Movie Morning and Christmas Discos!  This 

has been a lovely end to the term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today we have finished off the term by singing carols round the Christmas tree. 

Attendance Update 

We have been working hard to ensure all children are in school every day.  Thanks to all of you 

for your support with this, despite there being lots of bugs around!  So far this term it has been 

good to see consistently good attendance data and we are currently on track for our target of 

97%.  Each week we report on attendance for each learning group and the children love to find 

out which classes have had the best attendance. 

 

School Learning Update 

The most important reason to be in school is to have fun and enjoy learning, and it has been really 

good to see the progress the children are making over the course of this term.  A lot of hard work 

goes in to planning exciting and engaging topics which will stimulate and support the children with 

their learning and I am thrilled with the way all learning groups are engaged with their targets 

and making progress right across the curriculum.  We have been working hard on our curriculum 

to ensure it is engaging and stimulating and preparing children for the next stage in their learning.   
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Another of our priorities this year is focusing 

on Reading: we are working on fluency, inference 

and developing better understanding of 

vocabulary in order to answer questions about 

text.    We teach early reading skills very well 

already at CwR but we have more work to do to 

develop children’s understanding of what they 

are reading as they move through the school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     We want to encourage all children to develop a love of reading while they are at CwR! 

We will be continuing our focus on developing a vibrant reading culture when the children return 

to school on January 7th 2020, when we will be holding our special Pyjama Day which will involve 

the children reading and sharing books together and we have a visit from Andy Seed, a children’s 

author, to help us on our Pyjama Day.  Please remember that this is a non-uniform day – all children 

can come in pyjamas, but make sure they are also warm enough! 
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Parental Feedback 

Thank to those who have gone online and completed the 

Ofsted Survey called Parent View.  The last time I checked 

we have 40 completed responses but we do need more as 

this feedback is used when Ofsted inspect a school.  Please 

log on to the following address: 

 https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk 

I produced a guide on the questions for parents as Ofsted 

have introduced a new Framework for Inspection in 

September 2019 and there are some new questions in the 

Parent View Survey this year too.  I have attached this 

guide and I hope that it is useful.  It is likely that CwR will 

be inspected this academic year and so please do help us 

by completing the Parent View Survey. 

A copy of this guide to Parent View can be found on our 

new website under the Parent link, Parent Voice in the drop 

down menu. 

 

Governing Body Update 

All schools experience times of change with their Governing Body and we have had several 

governors come to the end of their terms of office and we have welcomed three new governors 

during the past few weeks.  Our previous Chair of Governors, Allie Campbell, decided to leave at 

the end of last year in July but she is continuing to play a part in the leadership of Pathfinder 

Trust as a Trustee on the Board.  We are so grateful to Allie for all her hard work and support 

for the school over many years.  She still visits each week to help in LKS2 with swimming lessons! 

In January 2020, John Sharpe, an experienced governor and previous Chair for one of the other 

PMAT schools, has volunteered to work with us as an interim Chair for the remainder of this 

academic year.  We are really grateful to John for his support and I am sure he will visit the 

school in January to see it in action. 

Also in January, we will be starting the process of electing two parent representatives on the 

Governing Body and I will be sending out more information about this at the start of the Spring 

Term.  Please do have a think about this if you would be interested in serving as a governor for 

our school. 

Santa's Apprentice 2019 Results 

 

As many of you will know, a number of our Y5/6 children took part in the recent Santa's 

Apprentice event. Their task was to design, market and manufacture produce to be sold at the 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Vale of York Christmas Fayre. Working in teams of 7 and with a start-up fund of £10, the race 

was on to make the most profit. It was a fantastic experience for those who took part and 

demonstrated all that is good about the children at CwR: innovation, independence, 

responsibility, team-work, respect, resilience, hard-work, friendliness and social skills. Well 

done to each of them. Their profits are as follows :  

 

Santa's Little Helpers £117.46;  

Super Santa Co £64.94; 

Christmas Cracker Crew £40.55. 

 

Work on Eastholme Drive – advanced warning 

Please note that Yorkshire Water will be doing some work on Eastholme Drive beginning on Monday 

6th January 2020 for two weeks.  This will result in restricted parking on one side of the road 

near to school which will cause some disruption.  Please try to find alternative parking further 

away from the school or use the car park at the Rec and walk from there if you are able. 

 

Have a great Christmas  

Best wishes 

 

Andy Herbert 

Headteacher 

 

 

Additional News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising Events 

We are delighted to inform you how well we have done in our Autumn Term fundraisers; 

Children in Need   £619.00 

Poppy Appeal   £262.34 

FS2 Christmas Performance Collection (outside provision)   £276.24 

Y2 Christmas Performance Collection (outside provision)   £199.97 

Young Leaders Christmas Appeal   £650 

Community Tombola & Raffle   £430 

 

Thank you for all your support 
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Foundation Stage Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

Theatre Tots £2.75 Costume Workshops £1.50 Circus skills workshops £2 Christmas Celebrations £2 

Christmas Celebrations £2 Christmas Celebrations £2 Christmas Celebrations £2  

    

Total = £4.75 Total = £3.50 Total = £4.00 Total = £2 

Dinner Money procedure for FS1 (Nursery) & KS2 (years 3 to 6) only 

All children in FS2 (Reception) & KS1 (years 1 & 2) are entitled to free school dinners 

 All monies must be paid in advance of your child receiving a school meal. 

You are able to pay dinner money on line at any time by following the link on; 

https://parents.feedinghungryminds.co.uk   

If you are unable to pay on line it is still possible to send your payment in to school in a sealed named envelope.  

We ask that this is done on a monthly basis which your child should then pass to their teacher on the payment 

days listed below.   

Dinner Money Charges 

The charge for hot dinners is £2.40 per day (£2.05 for FS1 children).  If your child only has the occasional 

dinner please calculate this as a monthly payment.  Please make cheques payable to  

ISS Mediclean 

Payment dates and amounts as follows; 

07/01/20 £45.60 

03/02/20 £36.00 

02/03/20 £60.00 

 

Emails to inform you if you are in credit/arrears will be sent to you from Feeding Hungry Minds, if you pay 

online, or the school office if you pay school directly. Please refer to this before paying for your next set of 

school meals.  Thank you 

 

Enrichment Activities—2019/2020 

The above table shows Enrichment activities which incur a parental cost that have taken place during 

this term.  

https://parents.feedinghungryminds.co.uk/
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 23/12 to 03/01/20 – Christmas Holidays 

 06/01 – TRAINING DAY 

 07/01 – Return to school 

 07/01 – Pyjama Day 

 08/01 & 15/01 – Y5 Drumming 

 22/01 to 26/02 – Y4 Drumming, every Wednesday morning 

 09/01 – Open Evening event for parents of children due to start FS1 (Nursery) or FS2 

(Reception) in September 2020, 6pm – 7pm 

 10/01 to 20/03 – Y4H Swimming continues, every Friday morning 

 10/01 – Young Voices Choir Event 

 16/01 – Special Lunch Day 

 17/01 – Y4 Trip to The Chocolate Story, parent helpers needed please (no swimming on this day) 

 20/01 – FS2 visit to Clifton Library (am), parent helpers needed please 

 24/01 – Y3 Trip to The Chocolate Story, parent helpers needed please 

 27/01 – KS1 Open Afternoon 1pm – 3pm  

 03/02 – FS Chinese Dragon Workshop  

 11/02 – FS2R Stay & Play Parents session, 2pm  

 12/02 – FS2S Stay & Play Parents session, 2pm  

 13/02 – FS2CB Stay & Play Parents session, 2pm  

   17/02 to 21/02 – HALF TERM 

 24/02 – Return to School  

 04/03 to 22/04 – Y3 Drumming, every Wednesday morning 

 11/03 – Parent Consultations FS1 – Y6, 3.30pm – 6.30pm 

 12/03 – Parent Consultations FS1 – Y6, 3.30pm – 5.30pm 

 18/03 – KS1 Trip to Opera North at the NCEM, parent helpers needed please 

 23/03 – FS2CB Stay & Play Parents session, 2pm  

 24/03 – TBC Y5 trip to Magna  

 25/03 – TBC Y6 trip to Magna  

 25/03 – FS2R Stay & Play Parents session, 2pm  

 26/03 – FS2S Stay & Play Parents session, 2pm  

 27/03 to 10/07 – Y4S Swimming Lessons, every Friday morning 

   06/04 to 17/04 – EASTER HOLIDAYS 

   20/04 – TRAINING DAY 

   21/04 – Return to School 

Dates for your Diary  

Sickness Notification 

If your child is not going to attend school because of sickness please could you telephone the sickness line 

before 9.15am each day that your child is absent.  Please can we remind you that children must take 48 hours 

off school following instances of vomiting or diarrhoea.  

The designated “sickness line” is; 

01904 555231 

  


