
Friday 14th February 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Spellings in KS1 

After the spring half term, we will be making some changes to our spelling test routines.  

Children in Year 1 and Year 2 currently receive between 3 and 10 spellings a week in their 

spellings record and are then tested on these words on a Friday by being asked to write 

these specific words.  

Under the new system, children will receive a list of up to 8 spelling words. These will be 

made up of words from the spelling pattern or phonics sound taught that week, common 

exception words (tricky words that don’t follow spelling rules), topic words and spellings from 

the children’s own writing. For some children this will be more spellings than they are used to 

and for some it will be less. We will put an asterisk by the most important spellings to learn 

and encourage the children to focus on these. Spellings will continue to be stuck into the 

existing spellings records. 

Spellings will still be tested on a Friday, but instead of testing single words, we will dictate a 

couple of sentences to the children. The sentences will contain some of the words from the 

spelling list, some other words that follow the same rules, and some words we have previously 

worked on. Research has demonstrated that this method of testing better supports children 

to learn spelling patterns and apply them to their writing. The children are already used to 

writing dictated sentences as part of their phonics/spelling lessons. We will review the 

dictations together as a class so children can see which parts they have learned securely and 

which still need to work on a bit more. The dictated sentences will be written in the back of 

children’s writing books, allowing children plenty of space and enabling teachers to monitor 

how children are doing. 

When practising spellings at home, please encourage your child to look closely at the words 

and spend time copying, looking at the tricky parts and talking about the spelling rule. Your 

support at home in practising spellings makes a huge difference and is much appreciated. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to ask. 

With thanks for your continued support, 

 

Ms Rachel Peña 

KS1 Phase Leader 

 


