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20.04.2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome back to the Summer Term!  I do hope you have had a good Easter and some time to 

relax a little.  It has been such a strange time and the term and holidays seem to have 

blurred into one!   I will now be writing twice each week to keep in touch with you all during 

this lockdown.   

We have a slightly larger group of children in school today with numbers rising a 

little further during this week.  I expect that reflects the growing demands on our NHS 

workers and other essential employees at this time.  We now know that this lockdown is set 

to continue for a further three weeks and this will be reviewed again around the May Bank 

Holiday.  This is becoming the new normal. 

We continue to rota staff in school, now including shifts for the early drop off and after 

school club, following the furloughing of staff who work for Kool Kids.  I just want to say a 

huge thank you to the staff in school who have been so willing and flexible during this time of 

school closure.  So many offered help during the Easter Holidays too which was really 

appreciated, and I know they are working from home whilst trying to juggle the demands of 

home schooling for their own children! 

Thanks again to you all for your continued support for us as we provide work for your 

children during this school closure.  So many emails have been received with thanks for the 

teachers who are working so hard to ensure your children have opportunities to learn while at 

home.  I know this is being appreciated.  Now that term has restarted, it will be really 

helpful for you and your children to get a routine going again, perhaps starting with a 

workout with Joe Wicks at 9am!  I know my kids have enjoyed this at home. 

I have received some further links to support you as parents and carers while we are in this 

lockdown position.  As I have mentioned in previous emails, this can be a stressful time for 

families all cooped up in the house for a prolonged period of time.  One of our parents has 

kindly sent some useful links to support that might be useful if you are feeling low at the 

moment.  We must all make sure we are looking after ourselves and taking care of our own 

mental health.  The link here takes you to some online resources from North Yorkshire 

County Council: 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/look-after-your-mental-health   

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/look-after-your-mental-health


I have also attached a document with a lot of really useful information and links to support if 

you or any of your family have worries or concerns about medical or mental health needs at 

this time. 

Interestingly, some concerns are now being expressed about the low number of referrals 

coming in to the NHS for more usual or routine medical needs.  With worries about COVID -

19  and the need to operate social distancing, GPs and A&E departments have reported very 

low referrals for other medical needs which may result in medical problems in the future.  I 

have received the following in an email last week: 

You may have read in the media that there have been reduced A&E attendances across the 

UK and this is the same locally along with reduced GP consultations. This also includes 

children and our local paediatricians and GP’s have confirmed this.   

There is a concern that parents are not / will not seek medical advice (or seek it too 

late)  for non Covid related illnesses, some of which could be serious as they are 

worried  about contact with coronavirus should they visit the hospital. 

We know some children have been affected by this. 

There are possible reasons, social distancing etc. meaning children are not passing on coughs, 

colds , tummy bugs etc. however this statistically does not explain the low numbers. 

Please see the attached information leaflet / circular for everyone’s attention and to share 

with families they come across. This has been developed by the Royal College of 

Paediatricians and Child Health. 

I have attached the leaflet to this email.  I do hope that you find the support offered 

through these links useful and please do pass these on to any you may be concerned about.   

Thanks also to your children for their entries for the Easter Hat Competition.  I have been 

sorting these out this morning as they have come via email from teachers and some are still 

arriving.   Winners will be announced later this week!   

I wish you and your children a really good start to this new term.  Once again, please make 

sure you are aware of the demands on the teachers' time as they balance working from home 

with their own family's needs whilst making sure the children in their classes are kept 

supplied with work.  However, do get in touch with them if you have an urgent need. 

Thanks again and stay safe! 

 

Andy Herbert 

Headteacher 

 


