
 

 

4th May 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Greetings to you all again from school!  We have 28 children in school today with a small team 

of teachers and teaching assistants.  I trust you have had a good weekend and a good week 

last week.  Thanks again for all your support from home.  This situation has been going on now 

for 6 weeks and we are into week 7.  We are all fully aware that fatigue may be setting 

in!  There seems to be some positive news from the government that we have passed the 

peak of the epidemic, but I expect we will need to continue to work like this for some time. 

 

Our thoughts have already started to consider the full implications of returning to school 

however and whenever that happens.  We will all need to be clear that "school" will not be 

the same as we left it.  We will likely be operating within the demands of social distancing 

and therefore we expect there will have to be some sort of phased approach to 

reopening.  We will all need to be adaptable and flexible, accepting that we will need to 

respond to the situation as it lies at the time.  We will have to operate school differently for 

sure and this may need to go on for some time. 

 

The Trust is already working hard behind the scenes to prepare as best we 

can.  Headteachers are meeting weekly through video conferencing and I am also part of a 

working party organised by the City of York Education Authority, representing the schools in 

our Trust to consider all the implications involved in reopening schools. 

 

Boris Johnson has said he will be speaking more about the plans to reopen schools this week 

in his daily briefings.  So far, school leaders have heard about future plans nationally at the 

same time as everyone!  Planning ahead is tricky, but rest assured we are thinking carefully 

about it and how this will work in our unique and open school environment. 

 

We are particularly aware of the issues around transition from primary to secondary schools 

for our current Y6 pupils.  Secondary schools are in touch with us and teachers have been 

holding virtual meetings with staff from our feeder secondary schools.  These meetings will 

continue in the coming weeks. 

 

We are also in touch with the parents who have children starting school in September and 

supporting them as best we can.  We are currently compiling information packs in school 

which we will be delivering as soon as they are ready. 

 

 



The mental health and wellbeing of all the children and families MUST be our primary 

concern.  We are aware of the difficulties mounting as weeks go by as you continue to try to 

get your children working at home.  Please be flexible and do not worry if your children do 

not achieve all of the work, or do it at the time it has been sent to you.  Above all, we want 

the children to keep their minds active and sharp but we do not want them to be stressing 

about their school work at home.   

 

So, here are a few suggestions for you if you are finding that things are a struggle: 

 

1.  Respond to the needs of the moment - do not worry if your child is not in the right frame 

of mind at that moment.  Have a break, change the activity, get them outside, watch some 

TV, then come back to it.  Be clear that they can have half an hour doing something 

different, but then try again. 

2.  Do not feel you have to get everything done - teachers do not expect this, but we do 

suggest doing something each day will help to keep the mind sharp and skills going. 

3.  Do what is right for your family - some will be working from home or have young children 

to sort or arguments to deal with!  Please do what is right for you as a family at the time and 

be flexible.  But just remember having a routine may help too. 

4.  There are alternative activities that you could do instead, like baking together, going for 

a walk with the dog, watching a film, playing a game together, which might just give you all a 

break and will still help to keep minds sharp.  Above all, don't put extra pressure on 

yourselves to do things in a certain way if this just isn't working on the day! 

5.  Swap in and out if there is another adult at home - this can help to keep the children 

focussed.  This does help us at home with our two foster kids. 

 6.  Ask for help - please do get in touch with the teachers if you are struggling, they are 

here to help. 

 

The main thing to remember is to be flexible and complete the learning in a way that suits 

your child and your family situation. This may well vary from day to day and that is 

absolutely fine.  As time goes on, we may all need to be more flexible and respond to the 

moment. 

   

The health and well-being of your family must come first.   

 

I hope that this is helpful and we all send our best wishes to you. 

 

Andy Herbert 

Headteacher 

 


