
 

 

22nd June 2020 

 

 

Headteacher Update Monday 22nd June 2020 

 

Thanks again for all your support during this time of uncertainty.  Thanks for engaging with 

homeschooling; we do appreciate the time you are putting into this and for encouraging your 

children to engage with the learning activities sent out.  Thanks also for your support in 

getting your children to and from school, following all the rules which we have had to 

implement for this.  These systems are working extremely well and children and parents are 

telling us they feel safe coming in and out of the school site. 

 

Review of Remote Learning 

 

We have spent some time looking in detail at the way we are supporting children and families 

and reviewing how this is going.  It is likely that some form of remote learning will be 

continuing in September so it is vital that schools learn from each other and develop really 

good practice for learning and teaching remotely.  Like most schools, we have been on a steep 

learning curve with this.  The review, which has included an external element from the Trust, 

has recognised the strengths of the provision for home learning, whilst also making some 

recommendations for the development of this moving forward.  We have already started to 

implement these changes: 

 

1. Continuing to ensure work is marked and there is feedback weekly.  This includes some 

light touch marking and some more in depth each week 

 

2.  Use of Google Classroom (Tapestry in EYFS) to be used as the main platform with 

messages coming through Seesaw and/or DoJo on a weekly basis  

 

3.  Weekly video clips to ensure the children can see their teacher, eg through a video story 

reading or messages to specific pupils as part of feedback or encouragement  

 

4.  Increasing use of pre-recorded video to provide a lesson input or starter, or to give a 

shared message to a group or class to provide feedback, support wellbeing and motivate 

learners 

 

5.  A phone call contact to be made with each family of children not attending school, to 

ensure they are well, coping with lockdown and to provide support for home learning r 

 

Those families who have not been in school will receive a phone call this week as a pastoral 

check to see how things are going.  Some of you will have already received this call and we 



hope this helps to ensure you feel supported at home.  If your teacher does not manage to 

get hold of you, they will try again and there is no need to ring school.  Please note that 

calling is taking a long time and it may be that some calls do not happen until the next day. 

  

We will be continuing to keep our support for learning at home under review to ensure we are 

using technology well and making sure the children are engaged and enthused through high 

quality planning.  Again, we recognise how much effort you are putting in at home and we are 

very grateful for your support for the children.   

 

Key Worker Update 

 

As you will have seen, we sent out a Key Worker Survey last week which closed on Friday at 

3pm.  Thanks for the responses to this.  This has now enabled us to plan for the remainder 

of the term until July 17th.  We have been able to accomodate all the requests for Key 

Worker places on the days requested within the current KW bubbles and the extra two we 

will be opening next week.  We are delighted that this will not impact on the Y1 

bubbles.  This means that the Y1 children currently in school will be able to continue 

until the end of the term. 

 

There are now no more places available for any Key Workers as we are completely full.  We 

have the maximum number of children we can safely have in the building on each day and we 

will have 8 Key Worker bubbles from Monday 29th June until the end of the term as well as 

the Y1, FS2 and FS1 bubbles which will continue until 17th July 2020.  We are delighted that 

we will have been able to support this large number of families during lockdown.  Many 

schools have never yet been able to open for Y6, Y1 or Early Years children so we are really 

pleased that we have seen so many children in our school for several weeks.  This has taken a 

huge effort from all the staff and the vast majority of the teachers and teaching assistants 

are now in school each week supporting these bubble groups.   Please note that children in 

Key Worker bubbles may watch films during their after school sessions and these will always 

be appropriate but may have a PG rating.  

 

Y6 Update 

 

We do however need to say goodbye to our Y6 bubbles on Friday 26th June.  It has been 

good to see many Y6 children in school and we recognise how strange and difficult this year 

has been for the Y6 pupils, who will be getting ready soon to move on to secondary 

school.  Lockdown has prevented us from doing anything by way of a send off and the usual 

visits to secondary schools have not taken place, but we are planning to get all the Y6 pupils 

back to school for a proper send off some time in September, depending of course on the 

health and safety restrictions that will be in place then.  Please look out for further 

information about this special Y6 event in September.  Support for remote learning for 

all Y6 children will be continuing until the end of the term on July 17th.  We have a fantastic 

group of Y6 pupils this year who have continued to set a great example as role models for 

others in our school. 

 

 



Important Reminders 

 

Thanks again for following all the signs and expectations when bringing your children into 

school and when picking them up.  Please do not come too early!  It is still safest not to have 

parents arriving together and the staggering of the drop off and pick up times is working 

really well, as long as parents and carers are not too early or too late.  Please also 

remember not to cross the taped off areas around school as these are part of the 

bubbles for children.  This is especially true at the front of the school.  Thanks for your 

support with these important health and safety rules.   

 

Reports and Class Lists 

 

Finally, a reminder that we will be sending out reports on Wednesday and Thursday this 

week.  These will come via email directly to you.  You will also receive information about the 

learning group your child will be in next year via email on Friday.  Teachers will be sending out 

video messages to their new classes before the end of term and we hope this will help to 

reassure the children and support them in preparing for the next academic year.  We would 

usually be ending our year on Friday and starting next year on Monday 29th June, but this is 

just not possible during lockdown.  We will be doing all we can in September to make the 

transition back to school as smooth and supportive as possible.  Please note that Friday 

26th June would have been a Training Day, but this has been cancelled and we are open 

as normal for bubbles groups in school. 

 

We do not have any further information yet about the way school will look in September.  We 

are working on a plan to support the reopening of Kool Kids for the holidays and we hope this 

will support families who need childcare over the summer break.  Otherwise, we are 

expecting school to be closed while we prepare for the return in September.  I will keep you 

as well informed as I can in the meantime through these regular updates each week. 

 

With my best wishes 

 

Andy Herbert 

Headteacher 

 


