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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

We are now at the end of our second week back in school without the restrictions.  We are so 

grateful to you all for your patience and flexibility over these two weeks.   

It has been amazing to see the positive way the children have settled back into school after the 

summer break.  It has been lovely to see them accessing school in a more normal way at lunchtimes 

and break times, playing with friends from other year groups, moving about the school openly and 

enjoying working in more flexible and creative ways.  They have done all this with confidence and 

showing respect to each other.  We have had a really good start to this year. 

 

Routines for the start and end of each day  

Thanks again for your support as we have made changes to tweak the systems to enable the start 

and end of each day work smoothly.  Things have settled well now and there is a more natural flow 

to the way the children arrive, enter the building and are released at the end of the day.  It is always 

going to feel busy compared to what we have had over recent months with staggered starts and 

ends for each day.  I think we have all forgotten what it used to be like and so there was a bit of an 

adjustment needed for everyone. 

Now we do feel systems are working and we will not need to change things we hope moving 

forward.  Please remember that there is 10 minutes from 8.35 – 845am for arriving and getting the 

children into their classes before the whistle will be blown at 8.45am.  Please do not arrive before 

8.30am. 

Thanks too for being very sensible while waiting.  It is important that we recognise that some 

parents still do feel nervous or anxious about being around lots of other people so trying to keep 

apart as best as we can is important and sensible. 

 

Lunchtimes 

As you will know, we have moved into a contract with a new catering company and we have been 

delighted with the positive impact we have seen both in the quality of the food and also the portion 

sizes.  The children have seemed to enjoy their new menus so far.   

Of course, we have had to reorganise systems to enable the children all to have their lunch in the 

hall and these have improved so we now have all the children once again eating together inside or 

outside, if they wish to do so, for their packed lunches.  We always only give them the option to eat 

outside and they are free to remain inside if they prefer. 

 



 

 

 

 

Again, many of the children have not had their hot dinners in the hall during Covid and lots of them 

have forgotten what this was like!   We have been really pleased to see them sitting together and 

enjoying the social aspects as well as the lovely food. 

 

Communication 

We are aware that this hasn’t been as smooth as we would like as we have moved over to the new 

Parent Pay system.  We are very grateful for your patience with this.  We are doing all we can 

working with the relevant companies to get things sorted and in the meantime we will send things 

out using our school management information system.  We will also send paper copies as well until 

the system is working correctly.  I know this may result in possibly getting things several times but 

we think this should only be for a short time. 

We have relied on feedback telling us that there has been a problem as the system at our end tells 

us that everything has been sent which makes it difficult!  The Trust are working on this as we speak 

and we hope these issues will be resolved as quickly as possible.  We always place important letters 

on our school website so please look there if you haven’t received something you should have. 

For the time being please be assured we are doing all we can and just let us know if you are still 

having difficulties. 

 

Ofsted Update 

The delay in the publication of the report has been down to the summer break as Ofsted will not 

release the draft report until schools return.  I have now received the draft and am waiting for the 

final published version which we can share with everyone.  I am hoping this will be soon!  I am sorry 

it has taken so long. 

 

School Mental Health Award 

I am delighted to report that Clifton with Rawcliffe Primary School has been awarded the Carnegie 

Centre of Excellence for Mental Health in Schools ‘School Mental Health Award’ – Bronze Status.  We 



are thrilled with this recognition for all the work we do to support the wellbeing needs of children 

and staff.  We will continue to be committed to strengthening this work which fosters a positive 

sense of worth and encourages us all to continue the conversation about mental health which is 

really important. 

 

 

 

Our thanks especially to Mrs Dearlove supported by 

Mrs Wright and the others in the team for all their 

hard work on this important aspect of our work in 

school.  We will continue to ensure we have a 

culture in school where every child and adult is 

supported to achieve their full potential. 

 

 

 

Parent and Carer Volunteers 

Now that restrictions are lifting and schools are opening up, it is perhaps the right time for us to look 

at developing more use of parents and carers coming into school on a voluntary capacity.  Ideally, 

this works best on a regular basis, with a commitment to working with a particular phase.  

Volunteers can support learning through working alongside a child, hearing children read, or 

supporting with a particular project or activity.  In the past, we have had parents or carers 

supporting with the school library for example. 

We need to ensure the necessary DBS checks are completed as you would expect before this can be 

set up.  If you think this might be something you are interested in and could commit to, we would 

love to hear from you.  We would always expect that a parent is involved with a phase different from 

where their child is. 

If you would like more information about this or would like to express an interest, please get in 

touch with Mrs Wright through email: 

bwright@cwr.pmat.academy 

 

Water Bottles 

A quick reminder please to make sure your children have a drink included with their packed lunch.  

This must be separate to their school water bottles which stay in classes. 
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Nut Friendly School 

We do have children at CwR who are allergic to nuts.  For this reason, please make sure your child is 

not bringing anything in their packed lunch or break time snack which has nuts or traces of nut that 

might cause a reaction. 

If your child has a birthday and wants to bring in some treats to share, please make sure these are 

nut friendly too.  Many thanks. 

 

Thanks again for all your support and we are looking forward to a busy and successful term. 

 

Andy Herbert 

Headteacher 


