
14th October 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Thanks again for all your support this term so far.  There is lots going on in school and with the 

residential visit the Y6 pupils have been on this week.  They will have had a fantastic time.  More 

about this next week! 

School Improvement Plans 

Phase teams are busy with teaching and learning and we are continuing to focus on developing 

teaching and learning for all the children.  This was given positive feedback by Ofsted when they 

visited in July 2021 and we are continuing to review the way we plan lessons and sequence learning. 

I will continue to share some of the work we are doing with parents and carers in these Newsletters 

this term and I will focus on one of the key priorities in each one. 

Under the target to ensure we are providing a good Quality of Education for the children, we are 

working on the follow objective this term: 

Further improve progress and attainment of all children particularly at the higher standard and 

especially in Writing.  

 

We have found that many children need to develop their stamina for writing, which means being 

able to sustain a good quality of writing right through a longer piece as fits with their age and 

learning.  We continue to put writing at the heart of our curriculum plans and every three weeks or 

so, children will publish a finished piece of written work that has been developed over the three 

weeks. 

This three-week planning will begin with a variety of activities that 

introduce the 

genre being 

taught. These 

activities will build 

up during the 

weeks so that the 

pupils feel 

confident about 

starting to write.  

Activities can 

include drama 

work, different 

oracy games and 

‘Talk for writing’ so 

that all pupils know what will be expected of them; 

they will have a bank of vocabulary and phrases to 

use when they begin writing. In the different stages 

of ‘Talk for writing’ the pupils are able to look at a 

good example of the genre taught.  After annotating 



this, they draw symbols to ‘copy’ a paragraph/text. The next stage involves changing or ‘innovating’ 

words so that they have a base text from which to start writing their own.  Rehearsing sentences is 

an ideal way to start their writing as it also helps at a later stage when they need to proof read their 

work.  Sustained writing will be built upon through school so that the pupils feel confident and able 

to write for longer periods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End of School Day 

I have had a question this week about access to school from the back gate at the end of the school 

day.  This gate will be opened at 3pm each day and this should allow parents and carers enough time 

to get to the pick-up points by 3.10pm or 3.20pm. 

I am aware that sometimes there can be a long queue to get into the school through this gate.  

Unfortunately, we cannot open the gate any earlier as there are still activities taking place on the 

playground, in one of our outside classrooms or the MUGA until 3pm. 

Please try not to come too early, which I hope will relieve some of the waiting at the back gate.  

Thanks for your support with this. 

Parking outside school 

Again, can I remind you all about the need to be respectful and careful about parking in the streets 

near to school.  I have had some feedback again that cars are parking on double yellow lines and 

sometimes across driveways.  There are also sometimes cars parked on the zig zag lines marked 

outside the school entrance which is very dangerous. 

We have asked the police to do spot checks and please make sure you are respectful of the local 

community when you part near to school.  Better still, the recreation car park is the best place to use 

and it is then a short walk to the back gate entrance. 

Please also take care if you are walking or scooting on the roads near to parked cars.  We have had a 

small number of near misses with children running across roads from behind parked cars.  Please 

make sure you and your children are safe. 

Thanks again for all your support this past week.  Have a good weekend. 

 

Andy Herbert 

Headteacher 


